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of politica] affiliations, with which I am nof
concerned. 1 am concerned with representa-
tion of the nsers of the port.

I have not spoken for very long, and I do
not intend to take up much more of the
House’s time, but it did strike me, as a new
member, that members on the oppdsite side.
should have produced political serap-books.
I have brought one with me, and I say to
members that if they have not got copies of

this, I think they are still procurable. This
particular doecument in mwy serap-book
states—

The Wise Labour Government stands high
with the Chifley Labour Government, and has
secnred, and will secure, a greater measure of
financial assistance for its national plans than

any Libergl-com-Country Democratic League .

Government could possibily seeure.

That statement is one of two things. It is
either true or it is not irue. If it is true, it
casts a grave reflection on two high bodies
in Australia, namely, the Commonwealth
Grants Commissiop and the Loan Couneil,
If it is the reverse of true, then it amounts
to a kind of political bMackmail.

On motion by Hon. E. Nulsen, debate
adjourned. .

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL,

. THE ACTING PREMIER (Hon. A. F.
Watts—Katanning): I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till
4.30 p.m. on Tuesday, the 19th August,

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 8.42 p.m.

Tegislative Tmmeil.
Tuesday, 19th Augusi, 1947.
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Address-in reply, fifth 1ay

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT tock the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers,
ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fifth Day,
Debate resumed from the 13th Augnst.
o
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HON. E. M. HEEENAN (North-East)
[4.353]: In supporting the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply, I should
like to join with other members in ex-
pressing sympathy with our President in
his severe illness. I also join with them
in the hope that he will soon be fully re-
stored to good heelth. I am pleased to be able
to report that I saw him on Sonday and,
judging by his appearance, he is well on
the road to recovery and should be with us
again in two or three weeks’ time.

T should like to add my congratulations
to the thre¢ new members. Mr, Logan
made & very creditable beginning in mov-
ing the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-reply, and I am sure we are all
quite satisfied that he will aequit himself
well in this House. Mr., Boylen will be a
valuable aequisition to this Chamber. He
has lived on the Goldfields practically all
his lifetime and is well acquainted with
the needs of the vast provinee he repre-
sents. He has an exeellent record of pub-
lic service on the Goldfields, and I am sure
that he also will prove to be a great asset
to the Chamber. Mr. Davies, too, comes to
ns with & very fine record, and his know-
ledge, particularly of industrial matters,
should be of great assistanee to us.

Hon. . W. Miles: What about My,
Latham?

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: T am glad that
I have heen prevented from overlooking
our friend, Mr. Latham. He is not in the
same category as the three gentlemen fo
whom I have referred, because he is a
capable parliamentarian well known to all
of us, and T should not iike to miss the
opportunity of ineluding him in the wel-
come to new members. QOur late highly
respeected member, Mr. Drew, is missed by
all the ol¢ members of this House, The
State and this House in particular are the
poorer for his loss. However, we are
pleased to have the memory of one who
certainly maintained the highest standard
that can he expeeted of a public man. His
record should he a fine and enduring ex-
ample to all.

His Excellency’s Speeeh this year
seemed somewhat longer than usual, but
in spite of this, it was disappointing to
note that there was only a short reference
to the goldmining industry. 1 earnestly
hope that this brief reference cannot
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be interpreted as meaning that the
Giovernment is unappreciative of the
vast importance of this industry and
the urgent need for fostering and
encouraging it in every possible way.
In passing I wounld like to offer my con-
gratulations to Mr. Parker on his appoint-
ment to the important portfolio of Minister
for Mines and also to commend him for the
efforts he has already made to familiarise
himseif with the needs of the industry, I
sincerely hope that be will never stop re-
minding his colleagues in the Governmeni
that this industry in its brief history of 50
years has produced gold to the value of
£300,000,000, and that last month alone the
valoe of gold produced in Western Australia
was just under £1,000,000. All going well,
it is safe to assume that the goldmining
industry is eapable of producing more than
£1,000,000 worth of goid per month in the
years that lie ahead. However, it must be
nurtured and encouraged to expand in every
poscible way. .

This industry is not only vital to the wel-
fare of the thousands of people who live on
the Goldfields, but it is also vital to the wel-
fare of the whole population of Western
Australia. This faet, to my mind, has never
been generally appreciated. There is a pub-
lie attitude that anything will do for the
(ioldfields, because although they are here
today they will probably be gone tomorrow.
Let me try to assure this House that such
an atfitude is not only unwarranted but
harmful and dangerous not only to the
Goldfields themselves but also to the rest of
the State. At present there is ap uneasy
fecling that all is not well with the in-
ilustry. As in other direetions, costs are
mounting ap, and there are great diffienlties
in obtnining essentiz| requirements such as
mackinery, It was confidently hoped that
hefore this, at least two or three new mines
would have opened up on the Eastern Gold-
fields alone. I understand that eapital is
avgilzble, But in addition to the difficulties
in connection with machinery, manpower
and supplies, there is still a fear that the
mining of low-grade ore is no longer pay-
able.

Hon. H. L. Roche: Why?

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: This brings me
to the price of gold, In this connection I
want to state quite frankly that I trust
some means ean be found of bringing about
an increase. We do not want, and eannot

[COUNCIL.)

afford, the closing down of any mine whose
grade of ore hag hitherto been adequate to
warrant carrying on. At the same time, it
is folly to ignore the fact that the price
now being paid for gold in Australia is in
keeping with the price paid in all other
major gold-producing countries, including
all Empire countries. It is, in fact, the
official world price, or at least the price in
all eountries that are members of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund. The question of
an intreased priee, therefore, is one which
is by no means easy or simple of solution
here in Australia, and above all it is not a
matter of party politics. We read of the
fabulous prices being paid for gold in
India and some other countries, and it is
easy to understand the longing to share in
those prices. However, quite apart from the
obligations under the Bretton Woods agree-
ment, it can be realised that in the delicate
and complex nature of world currency to-
day, sueh a course might have damaging
results and might even undermine the status
of gold. I hope that the situation will be
carefully watched and that close liaison will
be maintained with the Commonwesalth
Government in the hope of finding some
solution that will be satisfactory to the in-
dustry.

The value and importance of the gold-
mining industry to Western Australia can-
not be over-stated. One direet contribution
which T consider the State Government can
moke to the mining industry is to foster
and encournge prospecting, I have fre-
quently pointed ount to this House that the
prospector deserves every encouragement
because it is he who invariably finds new
mines and in doing so endares untold hard-
ships and difficulties. Furthermore, although
there are exeeptions, the average prospector
is fortunate if he makes wages. Geologicnl
sorveys have already been proved to be of
the utmost value, but the role of the pros-
pector eannot be displaced and he will al-
ways remain a most important unit in the
goldmining industry, The future welfare of
the industry depends largely on the activi-
ties of the prospector and it is therefore
important that his needs should receive
careful and sympathetic consideration. In
this connection 1 urge that the allowanee
granted under the prospeeting schema be
increased to not less than £2 1ds. per week.
This is surely the minimum that a man
would need to go prospecting these days.
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Hon. W, R, Hall: It is not enough.

Hon, E. M. HEENAN: I said the mini-
mum. P’ast experience has shown that most
of the money advanced to prospectors has
been directly repaid.

Hon, G. Bennetts: There are only about
110 on the scheme, I think.

Hon, E. M. HEENAN: I understand
there are only 120 men on the scheme. I
feel certain that if a more adequate allow-
anee were paid, this number would be
doubled in no time. The more prospectors
there are, the better it will be for
the industry. While I am on this subject
1 would also express the wish that men who
are reeceiving the old-agpe pension be no
longer debarred from coming under the
prospecting scheme. The old-age pension is
quite inadequate for a man who desires to
go prospecting and at present some of our
most experienced prospectors are debarred
from obtaining assistance because they have
reaeghed the age of 05 years. These men
have yenrs of knowledge and cxperience,
which more than make up for the disability
they suffer from old age. I trust, therefore,
that prospecting for gold will be encouraged
in every possible way. I also hope the
Minister will meet the wishes of the Pros-
peetors’ Assoeiation by appointing a super-
visor of the scheme, preferably a man who
is elected by members of the association,
along the same lines as workmen's inspee-
tors of mines are appointed. Such a man
wonld not only be capable of guiding and
advisiug prospectors, but would safeguard
the interests of the department by ensuring
that the seheme was not abused. This pro-
pesition has already received the unanimous
approval of the Prospectors’ Association,
which is now a well organised body and one
thnt fairly represents the views of all en-
raged in the industry.

! wish to join with Mr. Bennetts in ex-
pressing the hope that something will be
done to make cheaper water available to
peaple an the Goldfields. If we, as a nation,
have one problem teo solve above all others
it is that of preventing the drift of our
people to the cities, Surely the best way
of tackling that problem is to make life in
the country and on the Goldfields more
attractive, and to reduce the cost of living
in such avens. We find, however, that on
the Goldficlds the eost of water is sueh that
the average person must regard it somewhat
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as a luxury, I trust that that state of
affairs will be remedied and I think no more
appropriate time could be chosen than this
year, when we are celebrating the centenary
of the birth of the great Western Australian
who established the (foldfields Water Scheme
and laid such splendid foundations for the
State in general.

During the recent eleetion ecampaign 1
read, with the greatest interest, that the
present Government had expressed its in-
tention of liberalising the franchise of this
House. I was disappointed to note that no
reference to that matter was made in His
Excellency’s Speeech, I frust that a
Bill will be introduced to that end early in
the session, and that some tangible amend-
ment will be made to the inequitable law
that now exists. I have previously pointed
out that only onc-third of the adult popu-
lalion are enrolled for the Upper House,
and statisties show that of those enrolled
only one-half vote. This means, in effect,
that we ecan claim fo represent only one-
sixth of the adult population. That, to
say the least of it, is a most unsatisfactory
state of affairs, and one that eries aloud
for correction.

The Honorary Minister: Do you sugpest
compulsory voting for this ITouse?

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: Yes, in due
eourse, If the Honorary Minister will bear
with ‘me, I will put my proposition before
the House. The solution is either to grant
adult franchise or at least to liberalise and
simplify the present qualifications. T be-
lieve it was in 1944 that this House ap-
pointed a Seleet Committee of which Mr,
Baxter, our present President, My, Seddon,
and Sir Hal Calebatch were members. That
Select Committee was appointed to con-
sider this question, and one of its recom-
mendations was that the vote be given to
every husband and wife who oecupied n
house of an annual vental vaive of £17.
Surely that is the minimum amendment that
should he made, and T trust that during
this session that recommendation, at least,
will he given effect. iIn these days, parti-
cularly when the parliamentary system of
movernment is being attacked and even over-
thrown in some countries, we should take
care to imprrove our institutions and, as far
as possible, to make them conform te the
true meaning of demoeraey.
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The Honorary Minister: Something like
the Commonwealth Government?

Hon, E. M. HEENAN: Another import-
ant matter has reference to one of the
gravest social ills of our time. I am speak-
ing of divorce. I am sure that no respon-
gible person feels anytbing but a sense of
" anxiety on reading the long lists of divorees
that appear in our papers with mounotonous
regularily. I wish mainly to refer to the
undue publicity given to cerlain divoree
eases in some sections of the Press. In such
newspapers all the sordid details are pub-
lished in fhe most unashamed fashion and
arc readily available to every section of the
community, ineluding our youth, with re-
sults that can only be imagined. Freedom
of the Press is o great asset in a demoeracy,
but I do not think we would be infringing
too far on that freedomn if we passed legis-
lation similar to that existing in some other
States, limiting the publication of evidence
given in divorce eases to g minimum. I
have pleasure in supporting the motion,

HON. L. CRAIG (South-West) [455]:
I am not a great believer in the Address-in-
reply debate, but each year when it comes
along most members have something to say
about theiv owljl local requirements., I wish
to join with others in expressing regret at
the loss of our dear old friend, Mr. Drew.
He set an example to this House which it
would do many of us good to attempi to
follow.  Tw my recollection he never ex-
pressed any Party.-bias, and his method of
dealing with Bills was always that of a
courteous gentleman, I would also express
regret at the illness of our President, and
hope that he will soon be restored to health.
To you, Siv, | offer congratulations on your
temporary appointment as Deputy Presi-
dent. T hope that the new members whe
bave joineti uws will duly he absorbed into
the atmosphere of the IHouse. It has been
said that this House is capable of taming
lions, and I belicve there is something in
it; so if any new member has views about
reforming the House, he should he careful
that the Touse does not reform him. I
wish also to congratnlate the Government
on the appointment of its Ministers.

Hon. H. L. Roche: What do von want?

Hon L. CRAIG: I think the selection
made has been excellent, both here and in
another place. Mr. Heenan referred to

[COUNCIL.]

the length of His Excellency's Speeck and
its lack of reference to the mining industry.
I feel that in these days the more time that
is devoted to administration and the less to
legislation the better for the country, If
ever we needed the most eareful possible
administration, that time is now. I think
we spend too much time in making laws
and too little in seeing that they are pro-
perly administered. We have enough laws
to run this country properly now, without
adding to them. I hope that for the first
year or two at all events the programme
of the new Government will be devoted
more to administration than to the passing
of new legislation.

With regard to land settlement, I know
the problem is complex and full of all sorts
of difficalties especially with the shortage
of materials requirved for the settlement of
men on the land. Tt seems to me that people

. who have properties for gale today are not

getting fair treatment. Complaints have
come in from all directions concerning the
lack of administration in the land settlement
office, Two eases have come before me, and
I know both of them intimately. They con-
eern Jarge properties of which I have a
close knowledge, One case was that of an
extensive and valuable property. When it
was known that the Land Settlement Board
wished to aequire properties in safe rain-
fall areas this particular one was offered
to it.

After a delay of some months a letter
was reccived from the board saying that
the property was unsuitable for the purpose
for which it was required. The place was
then immediately sold to a man who was,
and had been, a keen buyer. He oecupied
the property, put in 1,000 acres of wheat,
acquired extra plant and puorchased stock.
The board then wrote to the vendor and said
he ecould not have the property as it had
changed jts mind and wanted the place for

land settlement. This man was very
concerned over the whole matter, and
one cannot blame him for that. He
then made other arrangements, as be

possessed another property. Some months
later another letter came from the board
saying that it had changed its mind again,
that the property was not suitable for sol-
dier settlement purposes, In due course the
property was sold o the first purchaser.
In the second case a property was of-
fered to the Land Settlement Board. After
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some months and mueh contact by fele-
phone and eorrespondence, inspections were
made, and the vendor was advised that the.
property was suitable. The price offered,
however, was considerably below what the
vendor was willing to accept. It was, in
fact, something like the price he had paid
for it 16 years ago when only 300 acres
had been cleared, whereas he then had 3,000
acres cleared and had erected a house on
the place. He was unwilling to accept the
price offered. The board then said “That is
the price.” It was intimated to him that if
he did not accept the offer, it was unlikely
he would be able to sell the property to
anyone else hecause the Price Fixing Com-
missioner would be advised of the sitnation.

Hon, H. L. Roche: The Commonwealth
Sub-treasury.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I do not say he got a
letter to that effect but that was intimated
to him. The vendor said, “You are not
going to have my property at that priee—
not on your life.”” He placed it in the hands
of agents who found a buyer without any
difficulty at a considerably inereased price.
The place was then withdrawn from sale,
and so far as the board was concerned that
was the end of it. This buyer had sold his
property, be had inspected the house and
intimated to the vendor that be was faking
everything over. He was more than pleased
with the property and all the arrangements
had been made, The day before the first pay-
ment was tendered, the vendor was advised
that he could not sell the property but that
the board wanted it and was willing
to pay the price the new vendor intended
to give,

That sort of thing is unfaiy both to the
vendor and the would-be purchaser. The
Government or the board should he in
exactly the same position as- ordinary
people. If the authorities want to buy a
place and there is a willing buyer and a
willing seller, the deal shovld go through.
If land is offered to the board and the price
is agreed upon, the board should buy; if
the price is not satisfactory to both parties,
that shouid be the end of the business. The
vendor should then be free to negotiate
with anyone else he likes as is the case in
any free country. But that is not so in this
State. Happenings ocenr that would not be
tolerated in any other couniry outside
Russia.
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1 wish now to refer to the Deautiful
South-West. Considerable development is
taking place there today and there is a tre-
mendous inquiry for properties. With the
clearing of land in that avea of heavy rain-
fall, a good deal of denudation is taking
place. Today people are complaining of
floodings. I attended a gathering of many
settlers from around Bunbury to view the
damage that has occurred this year. Flood-
ing has taken place frequently during the
last few years. Some farms were completely
under water and in other instances large
areas were jnundated. Some of the settlers
felt that they should be compensated, such
pecple as vegetable growers who had lost
their all. The main theme was that sone-
thing should be done to avoid the flopding.

Some years ago attempts were made to
erect levees along the lewer reaches of the
river as has to he done in Ameriea, Hol-
land and other ecountries where flooding
takes place, due mainly to the clearing of
the country. The idea is to raise banks
aronnd the vrivers so that the flood
waters will not flow over them. A
start wns made on that work some years
ago but Dbecause one settler refused to
have soil faken from his land, the then
Minister for Works, Mr. Kenneally, said,
““We will serap the whele thing and will
not o on with the work.’”’ Today the
waters are coming down and before they
reach the levees are flooding the country,
The water is now behind the levees and
these people are in a bad way.

What are we going to do to stop this?
Tt is not sufficient to place levees at the
mouth of the rivers; it is neeessary to go
farther hack. During the winter months
in thg South-West we have one of the
highest rainfalls in the world ontside the
tropics. During June, July and August,
the rains are almost tropical. We get
about 8 inches in June, about 10 in July,
and 7 or 8 in August. Members ean
imagine the effect that snech a rainfall must
have after land has heen ¢leared. An in-
teresting faet is that cleared land is in-
eapable of ahsorhing anything like the
moisture that mneleared land ean. When
land is covered with trees and vecetation
the rain falls on the leaves and twigs and
runs down the trunks of the trees so that
it is slowly absorhed into the soil. It is
a process of nature that the rain shall
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run gently to the earth. It also runs down
grass and is slowly absorbed by the soil,
1f we take away these protections and we
have an inch of rain falling in an hour
snd a halt, it bas not time in which to
sonk into the ground, and therefore runs
away.

Hon. (I. Bennetts: The roots absorb a
certuin amount of walter.

Hon. L. CHAIG : Yes, the roois do absorb
water and water also runs along them into
the pround. 1t is estimated that in areas
where the ground is undulating and the
rainfali is 14 inches, and the land has been
vleared, not more than ¥ inches of rain will
soak into the soil because the water runs
away to the gullies. Water cannot pour
inte low-lying parts without making rivers,
whitch in tarn fow to the sea. That is
what is happening in the South-\WVest and
ix o set of circumstances that will gradu-
ally become accentnated. Some 23 years
ago when T went to my farm, the river was
only six or seven feet neross, four or five
feet deep,and could readily be jumped
with a pole. Sinee then the river has be-
come 30 ft. wide and 20 to 25 ft. deep
and the hanks are composed of heautiful
riech black soil. All that material T have
heen s=peaking ahout is going down the
rivers and is flonding those people who are
near the mouths of the rivers, Not only
are {hey getting all this water but hun-
dreds of thousands of tons of =oil. This
year T have seen beautiful soil banked up
to a depth of three or four feet. We are
only at the beginning of the development
of the South-West areas. Unless we take
some steps to eontrol this flooding, not only
shall we create tremendous diffieulties at the
mouths of these rivers, hut we shall lose
millions of tons of beautiful soil. T my-
self this year have lost hundreds; probably
thousands, of tons of rich black soil, five
feet or «ix feet deep. I have discussed
this maiter with the Public Works Depart-
ment, and I sincerely hope an effort will
be made to arrest the extreme flow of
these rivers. It can be done.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: What ecan be done?

Hon. L. CRAIG: A stop, or a series of
stops, can he put in. Such a stop has
already been made in. the river running
through my property. TIf water has a
fall of 20 feet in two, three or four miles,
it runs af a ferrific pace. The water comes
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down perhaps 20 feet wide and 20 feet deep
and takes all before it. The least obstrue-
tion will divert the water into a bank, A
tree has only to fall down; the water hits
it and shoots it at an angie into the bank,
thus causing the side to fall. That gouge
has the fmmediate effect of shooting the
water seross to the other side, which in
turn is gouged out. Therefore, instead of
the river flowing in g straight line, the water
goes from side lo side, brings down the
s0il and takes it away. I hope I am rot
wearying the Mouse on this matter,

Members: No.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: Tt is very interesting.

Hon. L. CRAIG: We ean do what has

been done in England and put in flood
gates, or build small weirs, which eould be

built up here almost with stone, but
the department states that concreto is
needed. The level of the water is lifted

unfil the fall is, say, a few feet per mile.
That steadies the flow. The water can be
dropped down 10 feet on to a conerete or
stone base and it wouid then run quietly.
This work is necessary in the South-West
and will become still more essential as
time goes on. It will not be very expensive
and will save milliens of tons of beautiful
soil,

With regard to building operations in
this State, I saw the fignres recently and
they struek me as interesting. All of ns
are worried about the housing problem.
When I look at some of the new houses I
am shocked. They are all right of their
kind, but they are not a very good kind.
They are little dog boxes, one beside the
other, with low ceilings and small roofs.

Hon. L. A. Logan: Did you find veran-
dahs?

Hon, L. CRAIG: No. At Wundowie,
homes are hbeing erected for the workers
in the charcoal-iron industry. The site of
these homes is on a hill and in the summer-
time the houses will be very hot. I have

‘tried my best to have sleep-outs added fo

these homes, The extra cost would not
exceed £20. These houses are similar to
the type now built in Perth, but they aro
being ererted on ironstone hills. The child-
ren will want to spend all their time after
the sun goes down outside, and will want
to sleep outside, but there will he no accom-
modation for them to do so. A coupie of
houses were provided with sleep-ounts.
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Do not ferget that the timber there is
very cheap; the works have thair own mill
and cut their own timber; but ean one in-
duce the Workers’ Homes Board to agree
to that extra expenditure of £20% Not on
your life! Dressed boards would not be
réquired, All that is needed is a small
verandah, which would make all the differ-
ence in the world to those homes, The
mothers would have a place where they
could let their children play. A railing
could be put along the verandah, with
boards in between, and the children could
thus play outside in the shade. Apparently
the Workers’” Homes Board is tied up in
some way on account of the cost. All my
efforts to secure verandahs for those homes
have been fruitless. Our building costs are
high, as we all know; but it may be interest-
ing to learn that similar houses in New
Zealand cost from 25 per cent. to 50 per
cent. more than our houses, while in the
United States the cost is 50 per cent. to
100 per cent. greater. I think our homes
are probably a little better than those in
the United States.

T wish to refer to another matter which
might be of interest to the Minister for
Agrieulture. He probably knows much more
about it than I do. I thirk it wes the Minis-
ter for Works, or possibly the Hgnorary
Minister in this Chamber, who dealt with
road transport versus rail transport. Ve
are to have further restrietions on petrol
sapplies. That no doubt is necessary owing
to the dollar position. Nevertheless, the
time has arrived when highly valuable
perishable commodities should he allowed
to be (ransported in the easiest and most
suiftable way. The owners of these com-
moditics should be permitted to select their
own method of transporting them to market.
The Honorary Minister knows all abont
the matter; but 1 think attention should be
drawn to the length of time taken to deliver
butter. I am referring more partieularly
to the swnmertime.

Hon, H. L. Roche: How long does it
take?

Hon. ®. Bennetts: What line are you
speaking about?

Ton. 7. CRAIG: Butter comes only from
one  aren—Bunbury southwards, Boyanup,
Bridgetown and Manjimup and other
centres. T am not dealing with milk, but
hutter, which is s highly perishable com-
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modity and reguires extremely careful
handling as it is subjeet to contamination.
It has taken as long as 36 hours to deliver
butter from Manjimup to Perth. Am I
right in stating 36 hours, or is it 48, Mr.
Honorary Minister?

The Honorary Minister: Near cnough,

Hon. L. CRAIG: Manjimup is probably
the farthest distance from which butter is
delivered to Perth. The distance from Mar-
garet River is almost the same.

Hon. H. L. Roche: It takes about 16
hours.

Hon. L. CRAIG: And the rest!
The Honorary Minister: By rail.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Butter from Margaret
River, Manjimup and Busselton could be
taken by road to Bunbury in the evening
and put on a night train for Perth, I would
remind members that the saving in cost, if
butter were delivered by road instead of by
rail, would be £5,000 a year to the South-
West Co-operative Dairying Co. Should that
company not be allowed to save that £5,000
and at the same time put a product on the
market in prime condition? At present, in
some cases baotter has been known fo be
running ont of the boxes. Ts it not fair fo
make this request, even if it means a loss
of £5,000 to railway revenue? I think it
is.

Hon. G. Bennetts: It takes another 38
hours to get the butter to Esperanee and it
arrives in a shocking state,

Hon. L. CRAIG: The butter to which the
hon. member refers would be purchased in
Perth, !

Hon. (. Bennetts: That is right.

Hon. L. CRAIG: And it wouid have heen
knocked abouf a bit in getting to Perth.
The time has come when we must say to the
Railway Department, “You have to stand
up to some competition; if yon cannot trans-
port goods at present prices, you must raise
vour freights and passenger fares, in the
same way that everyone else is doing. How
ean you earry on with the 1918 fares and
rates when everything clse has rocketed sky-
high, and keep the railways in decent con-
dition and pay interest on the eapital?” Tt
eannot be done.

T noticed in the paper vesterday, as I am
sure everybody else did, that the Common-
wealth Government proposes to take over
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all the banking business of Australia. 1
wonder what that Government is after and
what it proposes to gain. 1 am assuming
that the Commonwenlth Government will be
acting constitutionally. I wonder what it
is after. Many other things can be social-
ised that do not give the services which the
banks render. It is another form of “Tak-
ing from you and me the right to live our
lives and to trade in the way we want fo
trade.” Tmagine what will happen when
we have only one bank! It is not so much
the taking over of the banking business, as
the absolute control of industry, because
the authority having control of banking
holds the keys fo.all industries. There will
be only one authority to go to for finance.
That is the beginning of the financial
squeeze. We shall hecome totally socialised
and, unfortunately, controlled individually.
No person objects to other people holding
their views on the rights of a Government to
enter industry, bhut people will ohject to
individual econtrol.

As a free demoeratic people, 1 do not
think we will stand for it. We-shall get
to the pitch when we will revolt. I am re-
minded somewhat of the Communist speaker
in Hyde Park. He was talking to the usual
crowd and said, “Friends, when the day of
freedom dawns, it is you and I who will be
living in those beautiful homes in Park
Lane; we, the workers, and not the people
who have bludgeoned on us.” A little red-
haired man said, “I say, mister, I dopn’t
want fo live in one of them big homes be-
vanse they are a nuisance to keep up. I
like a little home that my wife and T can
loak after.” °"The speaker glowered at the
little man as though he were & fool, but
did not say anything. A big Rolls-Royce
car then went past, and the speaker said,
“Friends, when the day of freedom dawns,
vorn and I will be riding in that besutiful
car and those parasites will be walking the
streets.”

Hon. G..Bennetts: The workers are wak-
ing up!

Hon. L. CRAIG: The little man said, “I
say, mister, I don’t want to ride in that
motor ear. I like walking. These big
things take a lot of looking after.” The
speaker again glowered at the little man as
thongh the latter had no brains, but again
did not say anything o him. He then pro-

reeded, “Friends, when the day of freedom
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dawns, we will be well dressed. You an

I wilt have walking sticks and gloves; w

the workers.” The little fellow then sai
“I don’t like gloves., I hate gloves” T}
speaker looked at him and said, “My frien
when the day of freedom dawns, you wi
bloody well do as you are told.”

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. L. CRAIG: That is exactly whi
is happening today. Rosy pictures a1
held up to us, but all the time there is
tightening of controls, until the time wi
come when we shall all do as we are tol
That is what they mean by it, In orde
to have such controls, it is necessary t
control the individual. We had a Russia
working on our station, and my brothe
said to bim, “What is Russia like now?
He replied, “The same s it ever was. Th
working man gets kicked in the guts jus
the same!”  He was a working man wh
spoke straight from his heart. He sai
that no chunges had been made in Russis
and I think he was most expressive.

The queslion of the franchise for thi
House was raised by Mr. Heenan who sai
it should be liberalised and suggested tha
at least the wife of the landholder or house
holder should alse get the vote. T look a
the franchise for this Chamber as somethin,
quite different. If members disagree wit
tme, I do not say that they are right o
wrong, but our franchise was originall
based on a property qualification and ne
thing else. The rights of a man, or a wif
or a child were not c¢omsidered. It wa
based entively on a property qualifieatior

Hon. E. M, Heenan: Do we have o sticl
to the original idea?

Hon, L. CRAIG: If members want b
get away from that foundation, I have n
quarrel with them, but I do not think the
can shilly-shally. Tt is either a propert;
qualification or it is not. - If we are goin;
to break away from it, 1 do not know wher
we ean stop. We might have to go th
whole way, but to my mind the basie prin
ciple is the property qualification. Th
man who has a stake in the conntry shouk
have some final say because a person whi
does not cwn or even rent a house, or owl
a piece of land, has not the same intrinsi
value as one who js willing to put his stake
in the ground and say, “This is my own
my native land!”
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I believe there is something in that. He
should have the final say. We say to these
people, “You can have a vote and you

will help run thic country through
your representafive “and have a final
say."” If members  disagree  with

that, I have no quarrel with them; but I
do not thiuk they ean shilly-shally and say
that it will be a properly vote except for
this, or except for something clse. T would
pot budge an ineh on the question of pro-
perty, but it we do get away from the pro-
perty quaiification I would say that we
would have to go “the whole hog” and have
the franchise as it is for the Senate,

Hon. E. M. Heenan: Do yon advocate
any change?

Hon. L. CRAIG: I personally stick to
'the property qualification.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: You would have no
change?

Hon. L. CRAIG: I would make the
qualiications easier, hut T would not make
the franchise any easier. But 1 have
no quarrel with those who say that it
should be based on the Senate franchise,
ar something else. They are entitled to
their views. But we cannot have the pro-
perty qualification and something else.

Hon. E, M. Heenan: You apparently
disagree with the Government.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I disagree with many

people

Hon. C, (. Latham: No Government is
always right.

Hon. 1. CRAIG: That is so, and we

would be poor old individuals if we did
not sometimes disagree with the Government.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: You will be voting
against the Government.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I will vote as my eon-
seience dietates and as my electors wonld

have me vote. I support the motion.
1

o '
HON. W R. HALL (North-East)
{5.35]: I desire to congratulate you, Sir,

on being elected Deputy President of the
Chamber. T hope the time is not far dis-
tant when our President will regain his
health and bhe back with us. I also want
to join with the members of this House in
expressing my sincere sympathy and re-
gret at the passing of the late Hon. J. M.
Drew. I did not know him for as many
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vears as some other members did, but 1
always found him to be an honourable
gentleman, and 1 am sure this House will
miss him considerably. I join with mem-
bers in sending sympathy to his relatives.

I want to congratulate the new members
of the House—Hon. R. J. Boylen, Hon.
K. M. Davies, Hon. .. A. Logan and Hon.
C. (+ Latham—aud I extend to them a
hearty weleome. I have no douht that
they will give valuable service to the peopic
thov represent and will be an ncquisition
to the Chamber, My Latham is well known
to us for his many years as a member of
the Legislative Assembly, After leaving
that House he rendered valuable serviee
as Deputy-Director of War Loans for the
State of Western“Australia. I also wish
to congratulate My, Parker on being ap-
pointed to hold the portfalios of Mines and
Health, T have heard it said that the Min-
ister for Mines shounld be in another place.
However, I am very pleased that we have
him in this House for once, I think that
some members here, who represent Goldfields
constituencies, will be able to Yell him as
mueh of the troubles of the ﬁeldf as could
members in another place,

I am very concerned zbout the mining
industry and I am sineere in what I have
to say. From what I read in ‘“The West
Australian ™’ this morning it wonld appear
that the goldmining industry is suffering
a sethack, and if some steps are not taken
to alleviate the difficulty, the position of
the industry will hecome very preearious,
The Minister for Mines has travelled all
round the northern part of my provinee,
ns well as through the Goldfields, during
his term of office which has not been very
long. T am sure that when he was in the
northern centres such as Menzies, Comet
Yale, Laverton, Mt. Morgans and Maleolm,
he saw just what happens when the indus.
try is badly struck, and what cecurs to it
overnight when things do net go too well.

To my mind. the vrosperity that was
evident on the Goldficlds prior to the war,
and in some cases during the war, does
not exist today. Many things are respon-
sible for that state of affairs. One is the
high eost of producing the ore at present:
another is taxation, which adversely affects
the indostry; another is fhe cost of sup-
plies whith are necessary for the mines. T
am, in al] sincerity. going to ask the Min-
ister for Mines to gee if it is possible to
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do suvmething to alleviate the present condi-
tions so &s to bring the industry back to
the pre-war standard. Most of the Gold-
flelds owe their existence to the mining in-
custry, and without it I do not know what
this State would be like,

Hon. C. G. Latham: Without it we would
not have the population that we have today.

Hon. W. R. HALL: That is so. The
pastora] industry might be more or less
on top at the moment, but it also has its
bad times. Qenerally speaking, it has in
the past, been down when the mining in-
dustry has been up, and viee versa.

The Honorary Minister: What about the
agricultural industry?

Hon. W. R. HALL: 1 mean that; T am
tulking about the cockies, With the way
the industry is at present, it is necessary
for y richer grade of ore to be produced,
which means that the life of the mines
will be shortened, We all know what that
signifies. It will have a detrimental effect
on the industry and on the State as well.
That brings me to the position of the pros-
pectors, which  was mentioned by Mr.
Heenan,  They are the ones who really
find the goldmines in the first place, and
to whom the mining industry owes ils exis-
tence. They are the men who blazed the
trail and made it possible for this great
industry to be what it is to Western Aus-
tralin. They should receive encouragement
so that they can go out to find new mines.
Mr. Heenan mentioned the allowance whiek
they are paid. 1 say, withont fear of con-
tradiction, that it is inadequate.

Hon, G. W. Miles: Quite right.

Hon, W.-R. HALL: I am talking of the
mun who does go out; the man who gets
for that purpose, a half-year’s rebate of
the license for his motor vehicle--and some
have not even got a vehicle! T liope the
Minister will give serious consideration to
inevensing the allowance paid to these men
sa that they may be able to fare a little
hetter, There is not mueh in life when
they have to go out into the hush and bateh,
struggling along day after day hoping that
something will turn up. The other day we
rend of a prospector who was in despair
ond hand fired the last shot in the hole
he had preparcd. Lo and hbehold, that last
shot opened up & 4- to 5-ounce show, Men
such ag he are the ones T desire to receive
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some cncouragement by means of a little
extra financial assistance.

While dealing with the mining industry,
it is necessary for me once more to refer
to the Mine Workers’ Relief Fund. Last
session I explained fairly fully the posi-
tion regarding the turmed-down miners and
the help they received from that source.
I have always considered the paywments made
from the fund to these men to be inade-
quate, particulorly when they get to the
stage with tuberculosis that entitles them
to receive the full pension, which in itself
is not in keeping with the basic wage, Men
in that stote of health require 2 lot of
looking after. Some are not fortunale
enough to have wives, who possibly passed
awny vears ago. I have seen many of these
men and have notieed their sufferings. They
have been treated barshly, and in their re-
mgining days the paltry amount they re-
erive weekly to keep themselves is not sufii-
cient to enable them to live decently and
to feed themselves properly. The other
day the wife of a man who has been turnel
down for some time said that it cost her
30s. a week for medicine, and I ean assure
the House that men suffering from these
mining diseases requirve all sorts of medi-
cines becanse of their state of health,

Despite that fact, men in that unforiun-
ate position do not receive even the equiva-
lent of the basic wage, T have seen, and
know, a lot of these men, and I think il i-
possible for the Mine Workers' Relief Fund
to inerease the weekly allownnee payable
to these unfortunates, I do not think il
is beyond the scope of the fund or of the
State Government to do what I suggest.
Surely, when men have given most of their
lifetime to an industry and are now suffer-
ing from the terrible diseases associated
with it, they should be entitled to live their
remaining days on earth in reasonable com-
fort. 1 make a solemn plea to the Min-
ister for Mines to see if his Governmenl
cannnt do something to alleviate the sad
position of these men. In the Press early
this month T read an artiele dealing with
the position under the Commonwealth
Tuberculosis Aet and indieating that the
small amount payable to a man and his
wife was only £+—and they were expected
to live on that! Ts that a fair thine? 1
consider it ahsolutely unreasonable, and the
amount payable is paltry. Sueh people
should receive at least the full hasic wape
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prevailing in the district where they reside.
If that could be arranged, it would be at
least to the credit of those in a position to
do something for these people.

Dealing with the question of water sup-
plies, it is perhaps not necessary to stress
the fact that these are of vital interest to
the people on the Goldfields and in the sur-
rounding distriets. Year after year we have
heard stmilar speeches made in this Cham-
ber all asking the Government to take steps
to reduee the cost of water in those areas.
The Goldfields people have been waiting
patiently for years for something to be
done. A few months ago the Minister for
Mines was in Kalgoorlie and received o de-
putation on this important question. He

stated that he would bring the matier under -

the notice of the Minister concerned.

Hon. G. Bennetts: We asked for a flat
rate,

Hon. W, R. HALL: Of eourse, it was not
the Minister's pigeon, but he promised to
place the fascts before the Minister for
Water Supply and to convey to him the
request for a flat rate. While I may desire
to eriticise, I shall not do so unfairly. The
present Government has not been in office
long, but nevertheless I hope that the Minis-
ter now in'charge will see to it that the
people of the Goldfields get some relief.
Members may have read with interest re-
ports about what the local aunthorities in
that part of the State were doing with re-
gard to the provision of a green belt in the
district. I bave no illusions as to what
should have been done in the first instance.

Had the Government of the day given
consideration to reduncing the cost of water
to the Goldfields people, thereby allowing
them to grow lawns and hedges, it would
have gone a long way to alleviating the dust
nuisance in the homes, which affects detri-
mentally the lot of housewives there. Under
existing circumstances the cost of water is
so high that it is impossible for 90 per
cent, of the people there to put down lawns
or to have any greenery whatever growing
about their homes. In the metropolitan area
we see Lhe position in reverse. There is
plenty of water here. Taking all the cir-
ecnmstances into eonsideration, I often
wonder why we on the Goldfields are not
placed in the same category as the cily
people regarding water supplies. I trust
the Government will give consideration to
this matter and see if it is not possible to
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allow a flat rate and thereby give the people
on the fields an opportunity to enjoy ameni-
ties that they have to dispense wilh at pre-
sent,

I have another very serious matter «to
place before the House, ILast year 1 men-
tioned the air services hetween the Goldfields
and the metropolitan area, The former
Minister for Mines told the public that he
wanted to provide transport for the people
of the State—I am not sure whether he used
the word “State” or referred to the Gold-
fields—by air, road, or rail, and that he de-
sired to give them the facilities that they
desired. That brings me to the point T wish
to raise this evening. I am pleased that
there are two daily air services between
Kalgooriie and Perth, but at the same time
T do nol want to see any deterioration in
the rail service.

Before very long the Skymasters will be
putting down and picking up passengers
at the Kalgoorlie airport, and that must
certainly affect the railway system, which
will then suffer muech more than it is at
present. In fact, T think it will bave a very
serious effect upon the railways because,
owing io the speedy nature of air travel,
many people desire to take advantage of
it rather than to continue patronising the
much slower railway service, I have had
experience of the railways for over 25 years,
and T know that in that period little, if
anything, has been done to shorten the time
spent on the journey. I cannot recollect on
how many oceasions the times of arrival and
departure have been altered. At one stage
we had a train that used to reach Perth at
three minutes to nine o’clock in the morn-
ing, and that was one of the best arrange-
ments that could have been made.

If the railway service is to hold its own,
faster transport will have to be provided for
those who patronise it, In these days, to
spend from 5.30 p.m. to 10 am, the next
day is altogether too long for a journey
of 375 miles, and I feel sure that the time
taken could be shortened by at least two or
three hours. Even if a train were to leave
Kalgoorlie at 7 or 8 p.m. and reach Perth
at 9 or 10 a.m, the next day, it wounld pro-
vide a better service. Tt would eliminate
the necessity of having dining ecars put on
at the commencement and towards the end
of the journey. At present a dining car
is put on the train at Kalgoorlie when it
leaves at 5.30 p.m. and is téken off at Yel-



212

lowdine, Then ancther dining-car is put on
at Northam for the morning meal and,
furthermore, between Kalgoorlie and Perth
there are four rvefreshment rooms.

One would think that people got on the
train with the object of eating ali the time,
seeing that not only are the dining-cars
attached to the train but stops are made at
various stations where the refreshment
rooms are jocated. All that means so much
loss of time. The train stops half an hour
here, 20 minutes therc and three-quarters
of un hour somewhere eclse. 1 am nevey
awske at Merredin so T do not know how
long the train stops there, but at Southern
Cross it is nothing unusnal for the train
to stop for upwarids of three-quarters of an
hour. If the time spent at these refresh-
ment rooms were cut oul, it would be quite
easy to make up the two or three hours by
which the journey between Perth and Kal-
roorlic ¢ould he shortened. Then the de-
partment would be paying attention to the
.needs of the passenger service. 1 think
the suggeslion should bhe made to the Min-
ister for Railways that if if is considered
essenfial to bhave a dining car on the train
from Kalygoorlie to Yellowdine and another
from Northam to Perth, a lower charge
should he made for the meals than the. 3s.
6d. for tea and 3s. for breakfast now
charged, and there would then be no need
for the station refreshment rooms along
the route.

If the prices were reduced to 2s. 6d. and
2s,, more passengers would have their meals
on the train and the dining cars would not
be only half patronised as they are at times.
Before the present Government undertook
the catering on the dining cars, they were
more or less empty hall the time, but the
service has improved under Government
management.  The point T wish to make
is that there is no need for all the refresh-
ment roowms along the route when dining
cars are attached to the train, because this
is merely duplicating the service, The train
is Tun at nicht time when people ean sleep,
nnd they do not need to run out to refresh-
ment rooms every little while.

Hon. (3. Bennetis: What abount those who
vannot sleep?

Hon. W. R, HALL: At times I have not
been able to sleep on a train, but I do not
favour =0 many stopnages at station re-
freshment rooms. The so-called express
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to Kalgoorlie has become more or less a
mixed goods train, and judging by the
trend ot cvents, it will finish up as a goods
train,

Hon. G. Bennetts : The price of meals
on the train used to be 2s. 6d.

Ilon. W. R. HALL: Some of the pump-
kin and cabbage served in the dining ecars
during the war was not worth 1s., much less
2s. 6d. However, I say withont fear of
contradietion that, since the cars have been
under Government management, the meals
have been definitely better,

Hon, L. Craig: They are cheap, tov.

ITon. W. R. HALL: T cannot agree with
that statement,  The hon. member would
not like to he charged 3s. 6d. for a luncheon
in a restaurant. When passengers do nol
patronise the dining cars but go to the re-
freshment rooms, their food costs them
more. I say that as one who knows.

Hon. G. Bennetts: What do you say of
the class of coaches being provided?

Hon. W. R. HALL: Coaches of the four-
herth type are being used, though the latest
type has two-berth compartments. The
other night the express consisted of four
coaches and three or four large vans. To
my way ol thinking, that train should be
deseribed only as a mixed goods.

Hon. . Bennetts: The train last night
had two rabbit vans on.

Hon. W. R. HALL. Some of the passen-
gers feel like rabbits when travelling on
that train. Though I say the service has
been improved, there has been no improve-
ment in the way of speed. Tf the time
taken on the journey were reduced, it
would be beneficial to all eoneerned. The
trains travelling from Kalgoorlie to Lav-
erton and to Leonora oceupy a long time
on the journey. The department should
realise that we are now living in a dif-
ferent age and that it is time considera-
tion was given to the question of speed-
ing up the railway services generally.

T wish now to refer to transport by road.
Recently a road board eonference was
held in Perth attended by the representa-
tives of 119 road boards.” It was a very
good conference and many questions affect-
ing the ratepayers were diseussed. One of
the subjects was the very had condition of
the roads generally throughout the State
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but particularly in the metropolitan area
and on the Goldfields. I have explained
previously that there is not a road hoard
in the State with a revenwe sufficient to
allow it to earry out a programme of pro-
viding 100 per cent. roads for its rate-
payers. Most road bLoards bave territory
in which they ecannot in any circumstances
construct the roeds and do the work neces-
sary to satisfy the residents of their dis-
tricts.

tHon. H. L. Eoche: What about Pepper-
mint (rove?

Hon. W. R. HALL: I do not know much
about that, but if the hon. member is refer-
ring to the Minister for Mines, he should
direet bis interjection to him, The ques-
tion of improving the Great Eastern High-
way between Coolgardie and Southern
Cross or a little further was a matter that
the Labour Government had well in hacd.
Most of the surface from No. 5 Pumping
Station to four miles this side of South-
ern Cross has been tarred, and although
work was discontinued during the war
period, it has been resumed. I have great
sympathy for the motorist of today, who
is one of the greatest assets the State and
Commonwealth have. He more or less
pays for the roads and yel, even in the
metropolitan  area, we encounter some
““wicked!’ roads, of which I conld name
several. YWhen that state of affairs exists
in the metropolitan area, members ecan
imngine what the country roads are like
and what a toll the corrmgations take of
the ears. Seven or eight vears have
elapsed since we were promised a good
road  between Cooleardie and Southern
Cross, and I hope the present Government
will have that section eompleted as early
as possible.

Motorists had a very bad spin during
the war years. They are taxed heavily
and T eclaim that they are entitled to
greater consideration now that the war is
over, Doubtless the aeute tyre position
was brought about largely through the
roads being in such a bad condition. As
the Main Poads Board is doing the work
on the Coolgardie—Southern Cross see-
tion, efforts should be made to complete
it as sonon as possible. T hope that my re-
marks will earry some influence with the
flovernment, and above all I trust that
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the mining industry will receive the con-
sideration it deserves.

On motion by Hon. A. L. Loton, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.12 p.m.

TLegislative Assembly.

Tuesday,- 19th August, 1047,
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Question: Milk, a8 te monopoly for trentment
licensees ... w218
Electornl, swearing-in of member ., v Bl4
Address-in-reply, sixth day .. e 214

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers,

QUESTION.
MILK.

As ta Monopoly for Treatment Licensaes.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN asked the Minister
for Agriculture:

(1) Is he aware that in the exercise of
powers under Seetion 26 of the Milk Act the
Milk Board in reducing the numher of
treatment licenses and refusing to approve
of contracts except as between dairymen
and holders of treatment licenses has ereated
a situation which is alrendy developing to a
state of complete monopoly of the treatment
of milk for distribution to consumers?

{2} Does he consider that the formation
of a monopoly of the treatment of milk was
intended by the Legislature when the Milk
Bill was enacted?

(3) Does he believe that a monopoly of
the treatment of milk is in the best interests
of the people of the State?

{4) Does he intend’to take steps to pre-
vent it?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) No. This aetion was advocsted by my
predecessor when introducing the Milk Bill
last session. (Hansard No. 4, page 297.)
The Chief Secretary also indicated the
policy of consolidation of treatment depots



