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of political affiliations, with which I am not
concerned. I am concerned with representa-
tion of the users of the port.

I have not spoken for very long, and I do
not intend to take up much more of the
House's time, but it did strike me, as a new
member, that members on the oppdsitc side.
should have produced political scrap-hooks.
I have brought one with me, and I say to
members that if they have not got copies of
this, I think they are still procurable. This
particular document in my scrap-book
states-

The Wise Labour Government stands high
with the Chifley Labour Government, and has
secured, and wvill secure, a greater measure of
financial assistance for its national plans than
any Liberal-cuin-Countrv Democratic: League
Government could possibily secure.

That statement is one of two things. It is
either true or it is not true. If it is true, it
casts a grave reflection on two high bodies
in Australia, namely, the Commonwealth
Grants Commission and the Loan Council.
If it is the reverse of true, then it amounts
to a kind of political blackmail.

On motion by Hon. E. Nulsen, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

THE ACTING PREMIER (lion. A. F.
Watts-Ratanning): I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn till
4.30 p.m. on Tuesday, the 19th August.

Question put and passed.

Rlouse adjourned at 8,42 p.m.

I-eisis~atibe (lncl
Tuesday, 19th August, 1947.

Ltdress-in reply, flab Ily......................201

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Fifth Day.

Debate resumed from the 13th August.

10J

HON. E. MW. HEENAN (North-East)
[4.33]: In supporting the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply, I should
like to join with other members in ex-
pressing sympathy with our President in
his severe illness. I also join with them
in the hope that he will soon ha fully re-
stored to good health. I am pleased to he able
to report that I saw him on Sunday and,
,judging by his appearance, he is well on
the road to recovery and should be with us
agaxin in two or three weeks' time,

I should like to add my congratulations
to the three new mnembers. 2%r. Logan
]uade a very creditable beginning in mov-
ing the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-reply, and I am sure we are all
quite satisfied that he will acquit himself
well in this House. Mr.i Boylen will be a
valuable acquisition to this Chamber. He
has lived on the Goldields practically all
his lifetime and is well acquainted with
the needs of the vast province he repre-
sents. He has an excellent record of pub-
lic service on the Goldfields, and I am sure
that he also will prove to be a great asset
to the Chamber. Mr. Davies, too, comes to
us with a very fine -record, and his know-
ledge, particularly of industrial matters,
should be of great assistance to us.

Hon. G. W. Miles;. What about Mr.
Lathiam?

Hon. E. M,. HEENAN: I am glad that
I have been prevented from overlooking
our friend, Mr. Latham. He is not in the

saecateg-ory as the three gentlemen to
whomn I have referred, because he is a
capable parliamentarian well known to all
of us, and I should not like to miss the
opportunity of including him in the wel-
comne to new members. Our late highly
respected member, Mr. Drew, is missed by
all the old members of this House. The
State and this House in particular are the
poorer for his loss. However, we arc
pleased to have the memory of one who
certainly maintained the highest standard
that can be expected of a public man. His
record should be a fine and enduring ex-
ample to all.

His Excellency's Speech this year
seemed somewhat longer than usual, but
in spite of this, it was disappointing to
note that there was only a short reference
to the gotdmining industry. I earnestly
hope that this brief reference cannot
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be interpreted as meaning that the
Giovernment is unappreciative of the
vast importance of this industry and
the urgent need for fostering and
encouraging it in every possible way.
In passing I would like to offer my con-
gratulations to Mr. Parker on his appoint-
ment to the important portfolio of Minister
for Mlines and also to commend himn for the
efforts he has already made to familiarise
himself with the needs of the industry. I
siincerely hope that bo will never stop re-
minding his colleagues in the Government
that this industry in its brief history of 50
years has produced gold to the value of
0~00,000,000, and that last month alone the
v'alue of gold produced in Western Australia
was just under £1,000,000. All going well,
it is safe to assume that the goidmining
industry is capabh of producing more than
£1,000,000 worth of gold per month in the
years that lie ahead. However, it must he
nurtured and encouraged to expand in every
possible way.

This industry is not only vital to the wel-
fare of the thousands of people who live on
the Goldfields, but it is also vital to the wel-
fare of the whole population of Western
Australia. This fact, to my mind, has never
been generally appreciated. There is a pub-
lie attitude that anything will do for the
Goldfields, hecause although they arc here
today they will probably be gone tomorrow.
Let me try to assure this House that such
an attitude is not only unwarranted but
harmful and dangerous not only to the
Gloldfields themselves but also to the rest of
the State. At present there is an uneasy
feeling that all is not well with the in-
ilustry. -As in other directions, costs are
mounting tip, and there are great difficulties
in obtaining essential requirements such as
machinery, It was confidently hoped that
before this, at least two or three new mines
would have opened up on the Eastern Gold-
fields alone. I understand that capital is
available. But in addition to the difficulties
in connection with machinery, manpower
aind supplies, there is still a fear that the
ming of low-g-rade ore is no longer pay-

able.
Hon. II. L. Roche: Why?
Hon. E. . HEENAN: This brings me

to the price of gold, Ii' this cflnnwetioii I
want to state quite frankly that I trust
some means can be found of bringing about
an increase. We do not want, and cannot

afford, the closing down of any mine whose
grade of ore has hitherto been -adequate to
warrant carrying on. At the same time, it
is folly to ignore the fact that the price
now being paid for gold in Australia is in
keeping with the price paid in all other
major gold-producing countries, including
all Empire countries, It is, in fact, the
official world price, or at least the price in
all countries that are members of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund. The question of'
an intreased price, therefore, is one which
is by no means easy or simple of solution
here in Australia, and above all it is not a
matter of party politics. We read of the
fabulous prices being paid for gold in
India and some other countries, and it is
easy to understand the longing to share in
those prices. However, quite apart from the
obligations under the Bretton Woods agree-
mient, it can he realised that in the delicate
and complex nature of world currency to-
day, such a course might have damaging
results and might even undermine the status
of gold. I hope that the situation will be
carefully watched and that close liaison will
be maintained with the Commonwealth
Government in the hope of finding some

souinthat will be satisfactory to the in-
dustry.

The value and importance of the gold-
mining industry to Westernt Australia can-
not be over-stated. One direct contribution
which I consider the State Government can
make to the mining industry is to foster
and encourage prospecting. I have fre-
quently pointed out to this House that the
prospector deserves every encouragement
because it is he who invariably finds new
mines and in doing so endures untold hard-
ships and difficulties. Furthermore, although
there are exceptions, the average prospector
is fortunate if lie makes wages. Geological
surveys have already heen proved to be of
the utmost value, but the role of the pro-
pector cannot be displaced and lie will al-
ways remain a most important unit in the'
goldmining industry. The future welfare of
the industry depends largely on the activi-
ties of the prospector aiid it is therefore
important that his needs should reeir,
careful and sympathetic consideration. In
this; connection I urge that the allowa ng-t
grranted -under the prospecting schemLe be
increased to not less than £C2 10s. per week.
This is surely the minimum that a man
would need to go prospecting these days;.
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lion. W. H. Hall: It is not enough.

Hon. EF. 11. HEENAN: I said the mini-
itaum. Past experience has shown that most
of the money advanced to prospectors has
been directly repaid.

liron. G. Beanetts: There are only about
110 on the scheme, I think.

Hon. E. 1. HEENAN: I understand
there are only 120 men on the scheme. I
feel certain that if a more adequate allow-
ance we're paid, this number -would be
doubled in no time. The more prospectors
there are, the better it will be for
the industry. While I am on this subject
I would also express the wish that men who
are receiving- the old-age pension be no
longer debarred from coming under the
proslpetiig scheme. The old-age pension is
qutite iinadequate for a man who desires to
go prospeeting and at present some of our
most experienced prospectors are debarred
from obtaining assistance because they have
reached the agre of 65 years. These men
have year,; of knowledge and experience,
which more than make up for the disability
they suffer from old age. I trust, therefore,
that prospecting for gold will be encouraged
in even' possible way. I also hope the
Minister will meet the wishes of the Pros-
petors' Association by appointing a super-

visor of the scheme, preferably a man who
is elected by members of the association,
along the same lines as workmien's inspec-
tors4 of mines are appointed. Such a man
would not only be capable of guiding and
advising prospectors, but woul~d sa4feguard
the interests of the department. by ensuring
that the scheme was not abused. This pro-
position htas already received the unanimous
approval of the Prospectors' Association,
which is now a welt organised body and one
that fairly represents the views of all en-
gaged in the industry.

1 wish to join with 'Mr. Bennett., in ex-
piressing the hope that something will lie
done to imake cheaper water available to
ple~ l on thme Gioldfields. If we, as a nation,
have one problem to solve above all others
it is that of preventing the drift of our
people to the cities. Surely the best way
of tacklig that problem is to make life in
the country and on the Goldfields mobre
:ltrective, nd to reduce the cost of living
ini such areas. We find, however, that on
thme Goldfields the cost of water is such that
the averagep person must regard it somewhat

as a luxury. I trust that that state of
affairs will be remedied and I think no muon'
appropriate time could be chosen than this
year, when we are celebrating the centenary
of the birth of the great Western Australian
who established the Goldfields Water Scheme
and laid such splendid foundations, for the
State in general.

During the recent election campaign I
read, with the greatest interest, that the
present Glovernment had expressed its in-
tention of liberalising the franchise of this
House. I wvas disappointed to note that no
reference to that matter was made in His
Excellency's Speech. I trust that a
BUi will be introduced to that end early in
the session, and that sonic tangible amend-
ment will be made to the inequitable law
that now exists. I have previously pointed
out that only one-third of the adult popu-
lalion are enrolled for the Upper House,
and statistics show that of those enrolled
only one-half vote. This means, in effect,
that we can claimi to represent only one-
sixth of the adult pla~tion. That, to
say the least of it, is a most unsatisfactory
state of affairs, and. one that cries aloud
for correction.

The Honorary Minister: Do youi suggest
compulsory voting for this House?9

Hron, E, Al. HEENAN: Yes, in due
course. If the Honorary Minister will bear
with 'ite, I will put my proposition before
the House. The solution is either to grant
adult franchise or at least to liberalise and
simplify the present qualificatiomns. I be-
lieve it was in 1944 that this House ap-
pointed a Select Committee of which Mir.
Baxter, our present President, 'Mr. Seddon,
and Sir lidl Colebatch were members. That
Select Committee was appointed to con-
sider this question, and one of its recomr-
mpendlations wais that the vote be given to
every husband and wile who occupied a
house of an annual rental value of £17.
Surely that is the minimum amendment that
should be made, and I trust that during
this session thant recommendation, at least,
will he given effect. in these days, parti-
cularly when the parl iamentCary system of
govern ment is being attacked and even over-
thrown in sonmc countries, we should take
care to improve our institutions and, as far
as, possible, to mnake them conform to the
hrue meaning of democracy.
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The Honorary Minister: Something like
the Commonwealth Government I

Hon. Ei. Al. HEENAN: Another import-
ant matter has reference to one of the
gravest social ills of our time. I am speak-
ing of divorce. I aim sure that no respon-
sible personi feels anything but a sense of
anxiety on reading the long lists of divorces
that appear in our papers with monotonous
regularity. I wish mai-nly to refer to the
undue publicity given to certain divorce
eases in some sections of the Press. In such
newspapers- all the sordid details are pub-
lished in $he most unashamed fashion and
are readily available to every section of the
community, including our youth, with re-
sults that can only be imagined. Freedom
of the Press. is a great asset in a democracy,
hut I do not think we would be infringing
too far on that freedomn if wve passed legis-
lation similar to that existing in some other
States, limiting the publication of evidence
given in divorce cases to a minimum. I
have pleasure in supporting the motion.

HON. L. CRAIG (South-West) [4.55]:
I am not a great believer in the Address-in-
reply debate , but each year when it comes
along most mer~hers have something to say
about their owd local requirements. I wish
to join with others in expressing regret at
the loss of our dear old friend, Mr. Drew.
He set an example to this House which it
would do many of us good to attempt to
follow. To my recollection he never ex-
pressed any Party.-bias, and his method of
dealing with Bills was always that of a
courteous gentleman. I would also express
reg-ret at the illness of our President, and
hope that hie will soon be restored to health.
To you, Sir, I offer cong"ratulations. on your
temporary appointment ats Deputy Presi-
dent. I hope that the new members who
have joined ub will duly be absorbed into
the atmosphere of the House. It has been
said that this House is capable of taming
lions, and I believe there is something in
it; so if any new member has views about
reforming the House-, hie should hie careful
that the IHouse does not reform him. I
wish also to congratulate the Government
on the appointment of its MXinisters.

Hnn. H. L. Roehe: What do you Avant?

Hfon L. CRAIG: I- think the selection
made has been excellent, both here and in
another place. Mr. Heenan referred to

the length of His Excellency's Speech and
its lack of reference to the mining industry.
I feel that in these days the more time that
is devoted to administration and the less to
legislation the better for the country. If
ever we needed the most careful possible
admninistration, that time is now. I think
we spend too much time in making laws
and too little in seeingo that they are pro-
perly administered. We have enough. laws
to run this country properly now, without
adding to them. I hope that for the tirsO
year or two at all events the programma
of the new Government will he devoted
more to administration than to the passing
of new legislation.

WVith regard to land settlement1 I know
the problem is complex and full of all sorts
of difficulties especially with the shortage
of materials required for the settlement of
men on the land. It seems to me that people
*who have properties for sale today are not
getting fair treatme 'nt. Complaints have
come in from all directions concerning the
lack of administration in the land settlement
office. Two eases have come before me, and
I know both of them intimately. They con-
cern large properties of which I have a
close knowledge. One case was that of an
extensive and valuable property. When it
was known that the Land Settlement Board
-wished to acquire properties in safe rain-
fall areas this particular one was offered
to it.

After a delay of some months a letter
was received from the hoard saying that
the property was unsuitable for the purpose
for which it was required. The place was
then immediately sold to a man who was,
and had been, a keen buyer. Hle occupied
the property, put in 1,000 acres of wheat1
acquired extra Iplant and purchased stock.
The hoard then wvrote to the vendor and said
be could not have the property as it had
changed its m~ind and wanted the place for
land settlement. This manl was very
concerned over the whole matter, and
one cannot blame him for that. fie
then made other arrangements, as he
possessed another property. Some months
later another letter came from the hoard
saying that it had changed its mind again,
that the property was not suitable for sol-
dier settlement purposes. In due course the
property was sold to the flint purchatser.

In the second ease a property was of-
fered to the Land Settlement Board. After
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some months and much contact by tele-
phone and correspondence, inspections were
made, and the vendor was advised that the.
property was suitable. The price offered,
however, was considerably below what the
vendor was willing to accept. It 'was, in
fact, something like the price he bad paid
for it 16 years ago when only 300 acres
had been cleared, whereas he then had 3,000
acres cleared and bad erected a house on
the place. He was unwilling to accept the
price offered. The board then said "That is
the price." It was intimated to Laim that if
he did not accept the offer, it was unlikely
he would he able to sell the property to
anyone else because the Price Fixing Com-
missioner would he advised of the situation.

Hon. H. L. Roche: The Cornmonwealth
S rib-treasury.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I do not say he got a
letter to that effect but that was intimated
-to him. The vendor said, "You are not
going to have my property at that price--
not on your life." He placed it in the hands
of agents who found a buyer without any
difficulty at a considerably increased price.
The place was then with~drawn from sale,
and so far as the board was concerned that
was the end of it. Tbis buyer had sold his
property, he had inspected the house and
intimated to the vendor that he was taking
everything over. He was more than pleased
wiith the property and all the arrangements
had been made, The day before the first pay-
ment was tendered, the vendor was advised
that hr could not sell the property but that
the board wanted it and was willing
to pay the price the new vendor intended
to give.

That sort of thing is unfair both to the
vendor and the would-be purchaser. The
Government or the hoard should he in
exactly the same position as. ordinary
people. If the authorities want to buy a
place and there is a willing buyer and a
willing seller, the deal should go through.
If land is offered to the'board and the price
is agreed upon, the board should buy; if
the price is not satisfactory to both parties,
that should be the end of the business. The
vendor should then be free to negotiate
with anyone else be likes as is the case in
any free country. But that is not so in this
State. Happenings occur that would not be
tolerated in any other country outside
Russia.

1 wish now to refer to the beautiful
South-West. Considerable development is
taking place there today and there is a tre-
mendous inquiry for properties. With the
clearing of land in that area of heavy rain-
fall, a good deal of denudation is taking
place. Today people are complaining of
floodings. I attended a gathering& of many
settlers from around Bunhury to view the
damage that has occurred this year. Flood-
ing has taken place frequently during the
last few years. Some farms were completely
under water and in other instances large
areas were inundated. Some of the settlers
felt that they should be compensated, such
people as vegetable growers who had lost
their all. The main theme was that some-
thing should be done to,avoid the flopiling.

Some years ago attempts were made to
erect levees along the lower reaches of the
river as has to be done in America, Hol-
land and other coun tries where flooding
takes place, due mnainly to the, clearing of
the country. The idea is to raise banks
around the rivers so that the flood
watersA will not flow over them. A
start was made on that work some years,
ago bunt because one settler refused to
have soil taken from his land, the then
Minister for 'Works, Mr. Keuneally, said,
"We will scrap the whole thing and will
not go on with the wvork.'' Today the
waters are coaming down and before they
reach the levers are flooding the country.
The water is now behind the levees and
these people are in a bad way,

What are we going to do to stop this?
It is not sufficient to lplace ]evees at the
mouth of the rivers; it is necessary to go
further hack. Duringa the winter months-
in tile South-West we have one of the
highest rainfallk in the world outside the
tropics. During June, July and August,
the rains are almost tropical. We get
about 8 inches in June, about 10 in July,
and 7 r 8 in August. 'Members can
imiagine the effect that suchi a rainfall must
have after land has heen cleaved. An in-
teresting fact is that cleared land is in-
capable of absorbing anything like the
moisture that uncleared land can. When
land is covered with trees and vezetation
the rfain falls on the leaves and twies and
runs down the trunks of the trees; so that
it ik slowly absorbed into the soil. It is
a process of nature that the rain shall

205



206 COUNCIL.]

run gently to the earth. It also rauns down
grass and is slowly absorbed by the soil.
If we take away these protections and we
have an inch of rain falling in an hour
andl a half, it has not time in which to
soak into the ground, and therefore runs
atway.

lion. 0. Bennetts: The roots absorb a
veitain amount of water.

lon. L. CRAIG : Yes, the roots do absorb
water and water also runs along them into
the ground. It is estimated that in areas
where the ground is undulating and the
rainfall is 14 inches, and the land has been
elearedl, not more than 8 inches of rain will
soak into the soil because the water runs
away to the gullies. Water cannot pour
intoi low-lying- parts; without making rivers,
which in turn flow to the sea. That is
what is9 happening in the South-West and
is a set of circumstances that will gradu-
ally become accentuated. Some 25 -years
ago when I went to my farm, the river was
only six nr seven feet across, four or five
feet de-ep and could readily be jumped
with a pole. Since then the river has be-
eome :30 ft. wide and 20) to 25 ft. deep
and the banks are composed of beautiful
ric-h black soil. All that material T have
been speaking about is going down the
rivers; and is flooding those people who are
near the mouths of the rivers. Not only
are they getting all this water but hun-
dreds of' thousands of tons of soil. This
year I have ,seen beautiful soil banked up
to a depth of three or four feet. We are
only at the beginning of the development
of the South-West areas. Unless we take
some steps to control this flooding, not only
shall -we create tremendous difficulties at the
mouths of these rivers, hut we shall lose
millions, of tons of beautiful soil. I my-
self this year have lost hundreds,, probpably
thousands, of tons of rich black soil, five
feet or Aix feet deep. I have discussed
this matter with the Public Works Depart-
ment. and I sincerely hope an effort will
be made to arrest the extreme flow of
these rivers. It can he done.

lHon. J1. A. Dimmitt: What can he done?

lion. L. CRAIG:- A stop, or a series of
stops,, can lie put in. Such a stop has
already been made in. the -river running
through mly property. If water has a
fall of 20 feet in two, three or four miles,
it runs at a terrific pace. The water comnes

down perhaps 20 feet wide and 20 feet deep
and takes all before it. The least obstruc-
tion will divert the water into a bank. A
tree has ouly to fall down; the water hits
it and shoots it at an angle into the bank,
thus causing the side to fall. That gouge
has the immediate effect of shooting the
water across to the other side, which in
turn is gouged out. Therefore, instead of
the river flowing in a straight line, the water
goes from side to side, brings down the
soil and takes it away. I hope I am r.ot
wearying the House on this matter

Mlembers: No.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: It is vonr interesting.

lion. L. CRAIG: We can do what has
been done in England and put in flood
gates, or build small weirs, which could be
built up here almost with stone, but
the department states that concrete is
needed. The level of the water is lifted
until the fall is, say, a few feet per mile.
That steadies the flow. The water can be
dropped down 10 feet on to a concrete or
stone base and it would then run quietly.
This -work is necessary in the South-West
nad will become still more essential as
time goes on. It will not be very expensive
and will save millions of tons of beautiful
soil.

With regard to building operations in
this State, I saw the figures recently and
they struck me as interesting. All of as
are worried about the housing problem.
When I look at some of the new houses I
am shocked. They are all right of their
kind, hut they are not a very good kind.
They are little dog boxes, one beside the
other, with low ceilings and small roofs.

Ifon. L. A. Logan: Did you find veran-
dabs?

Hon. L. CRAIG: No. At Wamdowie,
homeps are heing erected for the worker.-
in the chrcoal-iron industry. The site of
these homes- is on a hill and in the summer-
time the houses will he very hot. I have
'tried mny best to have sleep-outs added to
these homes. The extra cost would not
exceed £20. These houses are similar to
the type now built in Perth, but they aro
being erected on ironstone hills. The child-
ren will wanit to spend all their time after
the sun goes down outside, and will want
to sleep outside, but there will he no accom-
modation for them to do so. A couple- of
houses were provided with sleep-cuts.
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Do not forget that the timber there is
very cheap; the works have their own mill
and cut their own timber; but can one in-
duce the Workers' Homes Board to agree
to that extra expenditure of £207 Not on
your life! Dressed boards would not be
iiquired. All that is needed is a small
verandah, which would make all the differ-
ence in the world to those homes. The
mothers would hav ,e a place where they
could let their children play. A railing
could be put along the verandah, with
boards in between, and the children could
thus play outside in the shade. Apparently
the Workers' Homes Board is tied up in
some way on account of the cost. All my
efforts to secure verandahs for those homes
have been fruitless. Our building costs are
high, as we all know; but it may be interest-
ing to learn that similar houses in "New
Zealand cost from 25 per cent, to 50 per
cent. more than our houses, while in the
United States the cost is 50 per cent. to
100 per cent. greater. I think our homes
are probably a little better than those in
the United States.

I wish to refer to another matter which
might be of interest to the Minister for
Agriculture. He probably knows much more
about it than I do. [ think it was the Minis-
ter for Works, or possibly the Honorary
Minister in this Chamber, who dealt with
road transport versus rail transport. We
are to have further restrictions on petrol
supplies. That no doubt is necessary owing
to the dollar position. Nevertheless, the
time has arrived when highly valuable
perishable commodities should he allowed
to be transported in the easiest and most
mutable way. The owners of these com-
modities should be permitted to select their
own method of transporting them to market.
The Honorary Minister knows all about
the miatter; but I think attention should be
drawn to the length of time taken to deliver
butter. I am referring more particularly
to the summertime.

Hon. H1. L, Roche- How long does it
tnkel

Hon. G. Bennetts: What line are you
,-peaking about?

lon. T1 . CRAIG: Butter comes only from
one area-Bun bury southwards, Boyanup,
Bridgetown and M1anjimup and other
centres. I am not dealing with milk, but
butter, which is a highly perishable comn-

modity and requires extremely careful
handling as it is subject to contamination.
It has taken as long as 36 hours to deliver
butter from Manjimup to Perth. Am I
tight in stating 36 hours, or is it 48, Mr.
Honorary Minister 7

The Honorary Minister: Near enough.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Manjimup is probably
the farthest distance from -which butter is
delivered to Perth. The distance from Mar-
garet River is almost the same.

Hon. H. L. Roche: It takes about 16
hours.

Hon. L. CRAIG: And the rest!l
The' Honorary Minister: By rail.

lion. L. CRAIG: Butter from Margaret
River, Manjimup and Busselton could be
taken by road to Bunbury in the evening
and put on a night train for Perth. I would
remind members that the saving in cost, if
butter were delivered by road instead of by
rail, would be £5,000 a year to the South-
West Co-operative Dairying Co. Should that
company not be allowed to save that £5,000
and at the' same time put a product on the
market in prime condition? At present, in
some cases butter has been known to be
running out of the boxes. Is it not fair to
make this request, even if it means a. loss
of £E5,000 to railway revenue? I think it
is.

Hon. G. Bennetts: It takes another 38
hours to get the butter to Esperance and it
arrives in a shocking state.

lon. L,. CRAIG: The butter to which the
hion. member refers would be purchased in
Perth.

Hon. 0. Bennetts: That is right.

lion. L. CRAIG: And it would have been
knocked about a bit in getting to Perth.
The time has come when we must say to the
Railway Department, "You have to stand
up to some competition;- if you cannot trans-
port goods at present p-rices, you must raise
your freights and passenger fares, in the
same way that 6'veryone else is doing. How
can you carry on with the 1018 fares and
rates when everything else has r~cketcd sky-
high, and keep the railways in decent con-
dition and pay interest onl the capital?" It
cannot be done.

I noticed in the paper yesterday, as I am
sutre everybody else did, that the Common-
wealth Government proposes to take over
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all the banking business of Australia. I
wonder what that Government is after and
what it proposes to gain. 1 am assuming
that the Commonwealth Gov~rnment will be
acting constitutionally. I wonder what it
is after. Many other things can be social-
ised that do not give the services which the
banks render. It is another form of "Tak-
ing from you and me the right to live ourT
lives and to trade in the way we want to
trade." Imagine what will happen when
we have only one bank! It is not so much
the taking over of the banking business, as
the absolute control of industry, because
the authority having control of banking
holds the keys to -all industries. There will
be only one authority to go to for finance.
That is the beginning of the financial
squeeze. We shall become totally socialised
and, unfortunately, controlled individually.
No person objects to other people holding
their views on the rights of a Government to
enter industry, but people will object to
individual control.,

As a free democratic people, I do not
think we will stand for it. We-shall get
to the pitch when we will revolt. I am re-
minded somewhat of the Comniunist speaker
rn Hyde Park. He was talking to the usual
crowd and said, "Friends, when the day of
freedom dawns, it is you and I who will be
living in those beautiful homes in Pork
Lane; we, the workers, and not the people
who have bludgeoned on us." A little red-
haired man said, "I say, mister, I don't
want to live in one of them big homes be-
vause they are a nuisance to keep up. I
like a little home that my wife and I can
look after." 'The speaker glowered at the
little man as though he were a fool, but
did not say anything. A big Rolls-Royce
car then went past, and the speaker said,
"Friends 'when the day of freedom dawns,
you and I will be riding in that beautiful
ear and those parasites will he walking the
streets."

Hon. 0.. Bennetts: The workers are wak-
ing up!

Hon. L. CRAIG: The little man said, "I
say, mister, I don't want to ride in that
motor ear. I like walking. Those big
things take a lot of looking after.", The
speaker again glowered at the little man as
though the latter had no brains, hut again
did not sa~y anything to him. He then prol
reeded, 4'Priends, w'ben the day of freedom)

dawns, we- will be well dressed. You anr
.1 will have walking sticks and gloves; w
the workers." The little fellow then aai,
"I don't like gloves. I hate gloves." TI
speaker looked at him and said, "My fnieni
when the day of freedom dawns, you wi
bloody well do as you are told."

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!

Ron. Ls. CRAIG: That is exactly whi
is happening today. 'Rosy pictures ai
held up to us, but all the time there is
tightening of controls, until the time wi
come when we shall all do as we are toli
That is what they mean by it. In ord&
to have such controls, it is necessary I
control the individual. We had a Russia
working on our station, and my broth(
said to him, "What is, Russia like nowl
lie replied, "The same as it ever was. T
working man gets kicked in the guts jwi
the same !" He was a working man wh
spoke straighvt from his heart. He sai
that no chunges had been made in Russii
and I think he was most expressive.

The question of the franchise for thi
House was, raised by 11r. Heenan who sai
it should be liheralised and suggested thy
at least the wife of the landholder or housE
holder should also get the vote. I look a
the franchise for this Chamber as somethin,
quite difterent. If members disagree wit
me, I do not say that they are right o
wrong, but our franchise was origin all,
based on a pro pet' qualification and nu
thing else. The rights of a man, ,or a wif
or a child were not considered. It Wa
based entirely on a property qualification

Hon. E. M!. Heenan: Do we have to stiel
to the original idea!

Hon. L. CRAIG: lIf members want t
get away fromn that foundation, I have n,
quarrel with them, but I do not think the:
can shilly-shally. It is either a propert:
qualification or it is not. -It we are goinj
to break away from it, 1 do not know wher
we can stop. We might have to go tb
whole way, but to my mind the basic prin
ciple is the property qualification. Tb
man who has a stake in the country shoulo
haye some final say because a person whi
does not own or even rent a house, or owi
a piece of land, has not the same intrinsi
value as one who is willing to put his stake
in the ground and say, "This is my own
my~ native land!I"
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I believe there is something in that. He
should have the final say. We say to these
people, "You can have a vote and you
wvill help run this country through
your representative - and have a final
say. P) If members disagree With
that, 1 have no quarrel with them ; but I
(10 not think they can shilly-shally and say
that it will be a property vote except for
this, or exept for something else. I would
not budge an inch on the question of pro-
perty, but if we do get away from the pro-
perty qualification I would say that we
would have to go "the whole hog" and have
the franchise as it is for the Senate,

Hon. E. M. Heenan: Do you advocate
anly chlange?

Hon. L. CRAIG: I personally stick to
the property qualification.

Hon. E. AM. Hcenan: You would have no
change 3

Hon. L. CRAIG. I would make the
qjualifications easier, hut I would not make
the franchise ally easier. But I have
no quarrel with those who say that it
should be based onl the Senate franchise,
or something else. They arce entitled to
their views. But we cannot have the pro-
perty qualification and something else.

lon. E. AM. Heenan: You apparently
disagree with the Government.

Hilpa. L. CRIAIG: I disagree with many
people.

lion. C. G. Latham: No, Government is
always right.

Hon. IA. CRAIG: That is so, and we
would be p~oor old individuals if we did
not sometimes disagree with the Government.

Hon. EK Ml. Hleenan: You will be voting
against the Government.

Hon. U. CRAIG: I will vote as my con-
science dictates and as my electors would
have me vote. I support the motion.

HON. W. R. HALL (North-East)
f5.35]: I desire to congratulate you, Sir,
on being elected Deputy President of the
Chamber. I hope the timle is not far dis-
tant when our President will regain his
health and he hack with us. I also want
to join with the members of this 'House in
expressing my sincere sympathy and re-
gret at the Passing of the late Hon. J. M.
Drew. I did not know him for as many

rears as some other members did, hot I
always found himi to he anl honourable
gentleman, and I ami sure this House will
mlisshlini considerably. I join with mem-
hers in sending sympathy to his relatives.

I want to congratulate the new members
of' the Hlouse-Hion. RI. J1. Boylen, Hon.
EN. '. Davies, Hon. L, A. Logan and 'Hon.
C. (F, Lathani-and I extend to them a
hearty welcome. I have no doubt that
they willI give valuable service to the People
they represent and will be an acquisition
to the Chiamber. Mr. Latham is well known
to us, for his miany years as a member of
the Legislative Asemlbly. After leaving
that House hie rendered valuable service
as Deputy-Director of War Loans for the
State of Wester~n -Australia. I also wish
to congratulate Mr. Parker on being ap-
pointed to hold the portfolios of Mines and
Health. I have heard it said that the M,\inl-
ister for Mtines should be in another place.
However, I amn very pleased that we have
him in this House for once. I think that
some members here, who rejpresent Ooldfields
constituencies, wvill be able to lel him as
much of the troubles of' the flelda could
members in another place.

I am very concerned about the mining
industry and I am sincere ia what I have
to say. From what I read in ''The West
Austr-alian this morning it would appear
that the goldmining industry is suffering
a setback, and if soine steps are not taken
to nlleviate the difficulty, the position of
the inust-ry will becomeo very precarious.
The Minister for M ines has travelled all.
round the northern part of miy province,
as well as through the Goldflelds, during
hisc termn of office which has not been very
long. I am sure that when he was in the
northern centres such as Menzies, Comet
Vale, riaverton, Mt. Morgans and Al1alcolm,
he saw just what happen,; when the indus-
try is badly struck, and what occurs to it
overnight when things. do not go too well.

To my mind, the urosperity that was
evident onl the Gioldflelds prior to the war,
and in soni ceases during the, war, does,
not exist today. 'Many things are respon-
sible for that state of-affair5. One is the
high cost of producing the ore at present:
another is taxation, wvhich adversely affects
the industry; another is the cost of sup-
plies which are necessary' for the mines. T
am, in all sincerity, Lyoiac to ask the Min-
ister for Mines to see if it is possible to
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(10 something to alleviate the present condi- some encouragement by means of a little
tions so as to bring the industry back to
the pre-war standard. Most of the Gold-
fields owe their existence to the mining in-
dustry, and without it I do not know what
this State would be like.

lion. C. G. Latham: Without it we would
ziot have the population that we have today.

lion. W. H. HALL: That is so. The
pastoral industry might be more or less
on top at the momewnt, but it also has its
bad times. Generally speaking, it has in
the past, been down when the mining in-
dustry has been up, and vice versa.

The Honorary Minister: What about the
agricultural industry?

lHon. WV. R. HALL: 1 mean that; I am
talking about the cockies. With the way
the, industry is at present, it is necessary
for at richer grade of ore to be produced,
which means that the life of the mines
will be shortened. We all know what that
.signifies. It will have a detrimental effect
on the industry and on the State as well.
That brings me to the p~osition of the pros-
pectors, which was mentioned by Mr.
Ilecnan. They are the ones who really
find the goldmines in the first place, and
to whom the mining industry owes its exis-
tence. They are the men who blazed the
trail and made it possible for this great
industry to be what it is to Western Auis-
tralia. They should receive encouragement
so that they can go out to find new mines.
Atr. Hleenan mentioned the allowance which
they arc paid. I say, without fear of eon-
tradiction, that it is inadequate.

Ilon. G. W. Miles: Quite right.

Hon,. W.-R. HALL: I am talking of the
man who does go out; the man who gets
for that purpose, a half-year's rebate of
the license for his motor vehicle--and some
have not even got a vehicle! I hope the
Minister will give serious consideration to
increasing the allowance paid to these men
,so that they may be able to fare a little
better. There is not much in life whlen
they have to go out into the )rush and batch,
struggling along day after dlay hoping that
something will turn up. The other day we
read of a prospector who was in despair
zmnd had fired the last shot in the hle
he had prepared. Lo and behold, that last
shot opened tip a 4- to 5-ounce show. Men
such as he ai-e the ones I desire to recive

extra financial assistance.

While dealing with the mining industry,
it is necessary for me once more to refer
to the Mine Workers' Relief Fund. Last
session I explained fairly fully the posi-
tion regarding the turned-down miners andi
the help they received from that source.
I have always considered the payments made
from the fund to these men to be inade-
quate, particularly when they get to the
stage with tuberculosis that entitles them
to receive the full pension, which in itself
is not in keeping with the basic wage. Mexi
in that state of health require a lot of
lookinig after. Sonic are not fortuniate
enough to have wives, who possibly passed
away years ago. I have seen many of these
men and have noticed their sufferings. They
have been treated hardily, and in their re-
mqining days the paltry amount they r--
(ive weekly to keep themselves is not sufli-
cient to enable them to live decently and
to feed themselves properly. The other
day' the wife of a man who has been turned
(town for some time said that it cost her
30~s. a week for medicine, and I can assure
the House that men suffering from thes'e
Rining diseases require all sorts of medi-
cines because of their state of health.

Despite that fact, men in that unforlun-
ate position do not receive even the equiva-
lent of the basic wage. I have seen, and
know, a lot of these men, and I think it is
possible for the Mine Workers' Relief Fund
to increase the weekly allowanem payable
to these unfortunates. I do not think ii
is beyond the scope of the fund or of the
State Government to do what I suggest.
Surely, when men have given most of their
lifetime to an industry and are now suffer-
ing from the terihlc diseases associatedl
with it, they should be entitled to live their
remaining days on earth in reasonable com-
fort. I make a solemn plea to the Min-
ister for Mines to see if his Glovernment
cannot do something to alleviate the sad
position of these men. In the Press early
this month I read an article dealing with
the position under the Commonwealth
Tuberculosis Act and indicating that the
small amount payable to a man and his
wife was only 94-and they were expected
to live on that! Ts that a fair thinLg? I
consider it absolutely unreasonable, and the
amount payable is paltry. Such people
should receive at least the ful~l basic watge
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p)revailing in the district where they reside.
if that (cold be arranged, it would be at
least to the credit of those in a position to
dlo something for these people.

flealing with the question of water sup-
jplies, it is perhaps not necessary to stress
the fact that these are of vital interest to
the people on the Goldfields and in the sur-
rounding districts. Year after year we have
heard similar speeches made in this Chain-
her all asking the Government to take steps
to reduce the cost of water in those areas.
The Goldfields people have been waiting
patiently for years for something to be
done. A few months ago the Minister for
Mines was in Kalgoorlie and received a de-
putation on this important question. He
stated that he would bring the matter under
the notice of the Minister concerned.

Hon. G. Bennetts: We asked for a flat
rate.

Hon. W. R. HALL: Of course, it was not
the Minister's pigeon, but he promised to
place the facts before the Minister for
wate2 Supply and to convey to him the
request for a flat rate. While I may desire
to criticise, I shall not do so unfairly. The
present Government has not been in office
long, but nevertheless I hope that the Minis-
ter now i'charge will see to it that the
people of the Goldfields get some relief.
Members may have read with interest re-
ports about what the local authorities n
that part of the State were doing with re-
gard to the provision of a green belt in the
district. I have no illusions as to what
should have been done ia the first instance.

Had the Government of the day given
consideration to reducing the cost of water
to the Goldfields people, thereby allowing
them to grow lawns and hedges, it would
have gone a long way to alleviating the dust
nuisance in the homes, which affects detri-
mentally the lot of housewives there. Under
existing circumstances the cost of water is
so high that it is impossible for 90 per
cent, of the people there to put down lawns
or to have any greenery whatever growing
about their homes. In the metropolitan area
we see the position in reverse. There is
plenty of water here. Taking all the cir-
cumnstances into consideration, I often
wonder why we on the Goldfields are not
placed in the same category as the city
people regarding water supplies. I trust
the Government will give consideration to
this matter and see if it is not possible to

allow a flat rate and thereby give the people
on) the fields an opportunity to enjoy ameni-
ties that they have to dispense with at pre-
seat.

I have another very serious matter -to
place before the House. Last year I men-
tioned the air services between the Goldields
and the metropolitan area. The former
Minister for Mines told the public. that he
wanted to provide transport for the people
of the State-I am not sure whether he used
the word "State" or referred to the Gold-
fields-by air, road, or rail, and that he de-
sired to give them the facilities that they
desired. That brings me to the point I wish
to raise this evening. I am pleased that
there are two daily air services between
Kalgoorlie and Perth, but at the same time
I do not want to see any 'deterioration in
the rail service.

Before very long the Skymnasters will ho
putting down and picking up passengers
at the Kalgoorlie airport, and that must
certainly affect the railway system, which
will then suffer much more than it is at
present. In fact, I think it will have a very
serious effect upon the railways because,
owing to the speedy nature of air travel,
many people desire to take advantage of
it rather than to continue patronising the
much slower railway service. I have bad
experience of the railways for over 25 years,
and I know that in that period little, if
anything, has been done to shorten the time
spent on the journey. I cannot recollect on
how many occasions the times of arrival and
departure have been altered. At one stage
we had a train that used to reach Perth at
three minutes to nine o'clock in the morn-
ing, and that was one of the best arrange-
ments that could have been made.

If the railway service is to hold its own,
faster transport will have to be provided for
those who patronise it. In these days, to
spend from 5.30 p.m. to 10 am, the next
day is altogether too long for a journey
of 375 miles, and I feel sure that the time
taken could be shortened by at least two or
three hours. Even if a train were to leave
Kalgoorlie at 7 or 8 p.m. and reach Perth
at 9 or 10 n.m. the next day, it would pro-
vide a better service. It would eliminate
the necessity of having dining ears put on
at the commencement and towards the end
of the journey. At present a dining ear
is put on the train at Kalgoorlie when it
leaves at 5.30 p.m. and is tiken off at Yel-
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lowdine. Then another dining-car is put on to Kalgoorlie has become more or less a
at Nor tham for the morning meal and,
furthermore, between K~algoorlie and Perth
there are four refreshment rooms.

One would think that people got on the
train with the object of eating all the time,
seeing that not only are the dining-cars
attached to the train but stops are made at
various stations where the refreshment
rooms are located. All that means so much
loss of time. The train stops half an hour
here, 20 minutes there and three-quarters
of an hour somewhere else. I am nevezl
awake at Merredin so I do not know how
long the train stops there, but at Southern
Cross it is nothing unusual for the train
to stop for upwards of three-quarters of an
hour. If the time spent at these refresh-
ment rooums were cut out, it would be quite
easy to make up the two or three hours by
which the journey between Perth and Kal-
goorlie could be shortened. Then the de-
piartment would be paying attention to the
.needs of the passenger service. I think
the suggestion should be0 made to the Min-
ister for Railways that if it is considered
essential to have a dining car on the train
from Kalgoorlie to Yellowdine and another
from Northam to Perth, a lower charge
should be made for the meals than the, s.
6id. for tea and 3s. for breakfast now
charged, and there would then be no need
for the station refreshment rooms along
the route.

If the prices were reduced to 2s. 6d. and
2s., more passengers would have their meals
on the train and the dining cars would not
he only half patronised as they are at times.
Before the present Government undertook
the catering on the dining cars, they were
more or less empty half the time, but the
service hais improved under Government
management. The point I wish to make
is that there is no need for all the refresh-
ment rooms along the' route when dining
cars are attached to the train, because this
is merely duplicating the service. The train
is run at niu~ht time when 1)eople can sleep,
and they do not need to run out to refresh-
ment rooms every little while.

Hon. 0. Bennetts: What about those who
cannot sleep 7

Hon. W. R. HfALL: At times I hnve not
been able to sleep on a train, but I do not
favour so many stopinees; at station re-
freslineut rooms. The so-called express

mixed goods train, and judging by the
trend of events, it will finish up as a goods
train.

Hon. G. Bennetts : The price of meals
on the train used to be 2s. 6d.

lon. W. R. HALL: Some of the pump)-
kin and cabbage served in the dining cars
during the war was not worth Is., much less
2s. Od. However, I say without fear of
contradiction that, since the cars have been
under Gov'-rnment mannagement, the meals
have been definitely better.

Hon. L. Craig: They are cheap, too.

Hon. W. R. HALL: I cannot agree with
that statement. The hon. member would
not like to be charged s. 6d. for a luncheon
in a restaurant. When passengers do not
patronise the dining ears but go to the re-
freshment rooms, their food costs them
more. I say that as one who knows.

Hon. G. ]3ennetts: W~hat do you say of
the class of coaches being provided?

Hon. W. H. HALL: Coaches of the four-
berth type are being used, though the latest
type has two-berth compart~lents. The
other night the express consisted of four
coaches and three or four large vans. To
my way of thinking, that train should be
described only as a mixed goods.

Hon. G. Bennetts: The train last night
had two rabbit vans on.

Hon. W. LI. HALL. Some of the passen-
gers feel like rabbits when travelling on
that train. Though I say the service has
been improved, there has been no improve-
ment in the way of speed. If the time
taken on the journey were reduced, it
would be beneficial to all concerned. The
trains travelling from Kalgoorlie to Lay-
erton and to Leonora occupy a long time
on the journey. The department should
realise that we are now living in a dif-
ferent age and that it is time considers-
tion was given to the question of speed-
ing up the railway services generally.

I wish now to refer to transport by road.
Recently a road board conference was
held in Perth attended by the representa-
tives 'of 119 road boards.' It was a very
good conference and many questions affect-
in,- the ratepayers were discussed. One of
the subjects was the very had condition of
the roads generally throughout the State
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but particularly in the metropolitan area
and on the Goidfields. I have explained
previously that there is not a road hoard
in the State with a revenue sufficient to
allow it to carry out a programme of pro-
viding 100 per cent, roads for its rate-
payers. Most road boards have territory.
in which they cannot in any circumstances
construct the roads and do the work nees-
sary to satisfy the residents of their dis-
tricts.

lion. H. L. Roehe: What about Pepper-
mint (irore?

Hon. AV. R?. HALL: I do not know much
about that, hut if the lion. member is refer-
ring to the Minister for 'Mines, he should
direed his interjection to him. The ques-
tion of improving the Great Eastern High-
way between Coolgardic and Southern
Cross or a little further was a matter that
the Labour Government had well in hand.
Most of the surface from No. 5 Pumping
Station to four miles this side of South-
ern Cross has been tarred, and although
work was discontinued during the war
period, it has been resumed. I have great
sympathy for the motorist of today, who
is one of the greatest assets the State and
Commonwealth have. le more or :less
pays for the roads and yet, even in the
metropolitan area, we encounter some
"wicked'' roads, of which I could name
several. When that state of affairs exists
in the metropolitan area, members can
imangine what the country roads are like
and what a toll the corrugations take of
the ears. 'Seven or eight years have
elapsed since we were promised a gonod
road between Cootgardie and Southern
Cross4, and] I hope the present Government
will have that section completed as early
as possible.

Motorists had a very bad spin during
the war years. They are taxed heavily
and I claim that they are entitled to
greaiteir consideration now that the war is
over. 1)oubtless the acute tyrc position
was brought about largely through the
roads being in such a bad condition. As
the Main Roads Board is doing the work
on the Coolgardie-Southern Cross see-
lion, efforts should he made to complete
it as soon as possible. I hope that myre
marks will carry somec influence with the
fl1overument, and above alt I trust that

the mining industry will receive the con-
sideration it deserves.

On motion by Hon. A. L. Loton, debate
adjourned.

House adjounazed at 6.12 rmm.

2Ecstibe Asulu1 g.
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Question:. Milk, us to mooly for
lcensee .
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 43&0
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION.

MILK.

As to Monopoly for Treatment Licensees.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN asked the Minister
for Agriculture:

(1) Is he aware that in the exercise of
po'wcr§ under Section 26 of the Milk Act the
Milk Board in reducing the number of
treatment licenses and refusing to approve
of contracts except as between dairymen
and holders of treatment licenses has created
a situation which is already developing to a
state of complete monopoly of the treatment
of milk for distribution to consumers?

(2) Does he consider that the formation
of a monopoly of the treatment of milk was
intended by the Legislature when the Milk
Bill was enacted?

(3) Does he believe that a monopoly of
the treatment of milk is in the best interests
of the people of the State?

(4) Does hie intend'to take steps to pre-
venit it?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) No. This action was advocated by my

predecessor when introducing the Mtilk Bill
last session. (Hansard No. 4, page 297.)
The Chief Secretary also indicated the
policy of consolidation of treatment depots
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